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Editorial

I have it on good authority (Jim Wright & Martin Dilly) that the flier alongside John
Thompson in Tony’s article ‘Blast from the Past’ in Feb issue is actually Dave Tipper of the St
Albans club, not Al Wisher as Tony thought.

The possibility of SAM35 & SAM1066 amalgamating and becoming one association has moved a
step nearer. There has been a face to face meeting between some committee members from
each Association and the general opinion is that combining is desirable and achievable.

What have we got in this issue:

 Roger Newman kicks us off with comprehensive research into full size passenger
carrying solar powered electric flight.

 Installation of RDT into his electric open power models is the subject our chairperson
Tony’s article for this month.

 Model Aircraft March 1957 sees Pylonius commenting at length, amongst other things,
on his brushes with model engines, or ironmongery as he calls them.

 I pull another of my old Clarion articles from 2004, this time a discourse on my long-
time friend and ex modelling companion Ray who moved to South Wales some time ago.

 Here and There from Model Aircraft 1951 reports that the Festival of Britain C/L
championships will take place in Wembley Stadium. Also an unusual occurrence where a
rubber model landed on the same branch of the same tree on two consecutive flights.

 The January Trinity Indoor meeting is the subject of Nick Peppiatt’s article, including
his usual plethora of model pictures.

 1956 Heard at the Hangar Doors talks of shark teeth decoration on a US fighter
squadron’s aircraft, Russian world record claims and in a likes and dislikes enquiry the
theme seemed to be liking one’s own branch and disliking the others.

 Nick Peppiatt tables the class requirements for Model Aircraft and Drone registration.
 Engine Analysis is the Reeves 1.8 from 1951.
 Report of an RAF pilot’s win in the King Cup air race in his Homebuilt aircraft.
 Another interesting contest model retrieval from Roy Vaughn.
 A tit bit of ‘fly by wire’ vintage modelling found by our membership sec. Martin Pike.
 I’ve rooted out a bit of the history of the Cardington Airship Sheds and added a bit of

a pictorial of my flying there.
 Jim Wright expands on the mistaken identity of the glider flier Al Wisher and sends a

picture of his own prowess as a weight lifter.
 Roger Newman’s Notes from North Wales talks of his intentions re indoor flying and,

wonders will never cease, his impending move into Radio Assist.
 Our secretary’s notes give details of the forthcoming Croydon contest day.

A Cagnarata Rubber event supported by a SAM1066 event.
 Roger Newman, as usual, offers his three plans for the month:

Le Butor, a twin-finned French glider without auto-rudder.
Albert TE1, a delightful peanut rubber model
Bambinetta, one of Ray Malstrom’s masterpieces, a neat little power model, including a
write up and building instructions.

Editor
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Solar Powered Flight - Roger Newman

Curiosity served as a trigger for this little delve into solar powered flight, having seen a very
recent (but quite old) news clip of the Sunseeker II, pictured below.

The familiar adage definitely rings true here in as much as the more you know (discover) the
less you know, particularly when trying to relate ultra-modern technology to our hobby – here
is an extract from a most interesting paper written in 2008 by Andre North of the Autonomous
Systems Lab, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zürich on the history of solar powered
flight & the role provided by model aircraft.

The conjunction of two pioneer fields, electric flight and solar cells The use of electric power
for flight vehicles propulsion is not new. The first one was the hydrogen filled dirigible France
in year 1884 that won a 10 km race around Villacoulbay and Medon. At this time, the electric
system was superior to its only rival, the steam engine, but then with the arrival of gasoline
engines, work on electrical propulsion for air vehicles was abandoned and the field lay dormant
for almost a century
On the 30th June 1957, Colonel H. J. Taplin of the United Kingdom made the first officially
recorded electric powered radio controlled flight with his model “Radio Queen”, which used a
permanent-magnet motor and a silver-zinc battery. Unfortunately, he didn’t carry on these
experiments. Further developments in the field came
from the great German pioneer, Fred Militky, who first
achieved a successful flight with a free flight model in
October 1957. Since this premises, electric flight
continuously evolved with constant improvements in the
fields of motors and batteries.
Three years before Taplin and Militky’s experiments, in
1954, photovoltaic technology was born at Bell Telephone
Laboratories. Daryl Chapin, Calvin Fuller, and Gerald
Pearson developed the first silicon photovoltaic cell
capable of converting enough of the sun’s energy into
power to run everyday electrical equipment. First at 4%,
the efficiency improved rapidly to 11% . Two more
decades will be necessary to see the solar technology used
for the propulsion of electric model airplanes…
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On the 4th of November 1974, the first flight of a solar-powered aircraft took place on the
dry lake at Camp Irwin, California. Sunrise I, designed by R.J. Boucher from Astro Flight Inc.
under a contract with ARPA, flew 20 minutes at an altitude of around 100 m during its inaugural
flight. It had a wingspan of 9.76 m, weighed 12.25 kg and the power output of the 4096 solar
cells was 450 W . Scores of flights for three to four hours were made during the winter, but
Sunrise I was seriously damaged when caught flying in a sand storm. Thus, an improved version,
Sunrise II, was built and tested on the, 1975 12th of September 1975. With the same wingspan,
its weight was reduced to 10.21 kg and the 4480 solar cells were able this time to deliver 600W
thanks to their 14% efficiency. After many weeks of testing, this second version was also
damaged due to a failure in the command and control system. Despite all, the history of solar
flight was engaged and its first demonstration was done.
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On the other side of the Atlantic, Helmut Bruss was
working in Germany on a solar model airplane in summer
1975 without having heard anything about Boucher’s
project. Unluckily, due to overheating of the solar cells
on his model, he didn’t achieve level flight and finally
the first one in Europe was his friend Fred Militky, one
year later, with Solaris. On the 16th of August 1976, it
completed three flights of 150 seconds reaching the
altitude of 50 m.

Since this early time, many model airplane builders
tried to fly with solar energy, this passion becoming
more and more affordable. Of course, at the beginning,
the autonomy was limited to a few seconds, but it
rapidly become minutes and then hours... . Some people
distinguished themselves like Dave Beck from
Wisconsin, USA, who set two records in the model
airplane solar category F5 open SOL of the FAI. In
August 1996, his Solar Solitude flew a distance of
38.84 km in straight line and two years later, it reached
the altitude of 1283m.

But the master of the category is still Wolfgang
Schaeper who holds now all the records in this
category: duration (11 h 34 mn 18 s), distance in a
straight line (48.31 km), gain in altitude (2065 m), speed
(80.63 km/h), distance in a closed circuit (190 km) and
speed in a closed circuit (62.15 km/h). He achieved
these performances with Solar Excel from 1990 to
1999 in Germany .

Solar Excel 1990
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One can mention as well the miniature models MikroSol, PicoSol and NanoSol of Dr. Sieghard
Dienlin. PicoSol, the smallest one, weighs only 159.5 g for a wingspan of 1.11 m and its solar
panels can provide 8.64 W.

After having flown solar model airplanes and proved it was feasible with sufficient illumination
conditions, the new challenge that fascinated the pioneers at the end of the 70’s was manned
flights powered solely by the sun.

The above does, of course, only take us up to the turn of the century in terms of model
airplanes. So what has happened since? Much to my surprise – although on reflection why a
surprise? If one googles “solar powered model airplanes”, back comes a multiplicity of
responses. As a “for example” look at https://www.instructables.com/DIY-Solar-Powered-RC-
Plane-Under-50/ where there is a very interesting article from India on how to construct a 3
channel RC model for under $50 – quote / unquote.

What I found really surprising was the low cost of the solar cells. Again a quick search indicates
via Amazon that these are readily available – an example – less than £12 for 10 pieces -
SUNYIMA 10Pcs 3V 120mA Micro Solar Panels Cells DIY Solar Epoxy Plate Electric Toy
Materials Photovoltaic Cells Charger 60mmx55mm/2.36"x2.16".
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I'm certain there is a plethora of information out there.

So here is a New Year challenge for our readers – design, build & fly a small free flight solar
powered model for summer flying – should tax the brain & skills a bit! I'm sure our Hon Ed
would be delighted to publish full details of any successful design – even tho' it's not vintage
free flight!

As a footnote, the Sunseeker II was superseded by the Sunseeker Duo in 2013. to quote from
the Solar Flight website – T

Sunseeker Duo is the most advanced solar powered airplane in the world. It is Solar Flightʼs
third solar powered airplane. It has a wingspan of 22 meters; an empty weight of 280 kg and
1510 solar cells with 23% efficiency. The airplane is able to cruise directly on solar power with
two people on board. First flown under power in December 2013, it has now logged several
hundred hours in the air, and carried more than a few passengers & has made a crossing of the
Alps.
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Where will it all end?  After many years of research on all types of electric vehicles, Solar
Flight has developed a plan for the next generation aircraft & are seeking funding to develop
a solar-electric 6 seater transport capable of flying in and out of short fields with a reasonable
payload.

More next month: Roger Newman

A Bit More for the Board - Tony Shepherd

OK, so what you’re about to receive isn’t vintage but it does
have implications on those that fly vintage power models in UK
comps.  Last year (or at least I think that’s when it started) it
became a requirement that models flying in BMFA competitive
free-flight  events had to be fitted with RDTs in models that
weigh more than 250g.  Well given that I didn’t do much on the
competition front in 2025, I ended up only having to convert
my two quite large open electric models (Dave Clarkson
designed – see New Clarion for last May) and this simply
involved connecting one of my half-inch square Bodnar RDT
receivers to the electronic timer (there is even a socket
readily available for this in the timer’s wiring) in each plane and
stuffing it away in the box behind the timer and all was done.
Every time one the models was powered up, the on-board
component of the RDT was powered up too from the on-board
battery and, once in the air, the servo that released the
tailplane could be operated either by the timer at its

programmed flight duration or from the flyer’s handheld transmitter whichever came first.

The receiver can just be seen on the right at the back of the box, permanently connected to
the timer”

2026 will be different for me in that I intend to compete with my one and only Slow Open
Power model in the appropriate comp class.

“The RDT installation on the Open
Electric models.



9

This is basically the same design as the big electrics but there’s an old AM35 diesel on the
front and a clockwork timer for controlling the engine run and DT setting so the issue now is
how to include a fully electronic, servo operated RDT set up within a thin fuselage.
Cutting to the chase, the simplest option is to forget the DT release arm on the clockwork
timer and instead fit a stand-alone, servo operated RDT.  I’ve been doing this for several years
on my sport models as it permits thermal-assisted flights to last for as long as you stay in good
air, safe in the knowledge that you can bring them down whenever you want. However I’d never
bothered with it for competition models as the clockwork timers were always there to bring
the models down at the target time dictated by the rules of the event but from now on they
must have RDT fitted and this includes vintage models like Dave Cox’s magnificent collection
of high flying Jimps!
For stand-alone RDT systems you need a bit more space than in electric models as you need to
find space for the full system including a new servo, battery and receiver so retro-fitting can
be a bit problematic, particularly with thin fuselages.  With Jimps this isn’t an issue as they
were originally designed for use with an ED Comp Special and so are very wide.  Similarly other
earlier models were made wide enough to house spark ignition batteries. But with the models
designed to house more modern diesels or glow engines, perhaps mounted sidewinder,  fuselages
became significantly narrower and that now gives a problem.
I have to confess to erring on the side of caution when it comes to RDT servo selection.  For

small engines vibration isn’t too much of a problem but
engines like the AM35 in my Slow Open model like to
let you know they’re running and vibrate very
noticeably so I wanted to go for something a little
larger and hopefully sturdier – not by much but
enough to give problems with the Clarkson’s narrow
fuselage.  If I was building from scratch then I’d have
built in some sort of RDT box right from the start
but when retro-fitting, all the structure is already
there and some of the inbuilt stiffening features
could well be in the way of the modifications.
This was definitely the case with my SLOP.  The most
logical place to fit the RDT gear was just behind the
pylon but as you may know this is an area that can be
prone to fuselage breakage when subjected to heavy
landings and so is reinforced internally.  In practice I

had to cut away much of the two gussets
originally included at this point so I had
to add additional stiffness in the form
of ply doublers on the outside of the
fuselage.
There was also the issue of access
arrangements - even if you leave the RDT
receiver on-board the battery still has
to be changed and a closing plate of some
kind is required.  Then there were
fixings strong enough to hold the
tailplane release arm.  A bit of Loctite
won’t be sufficient to hold the lever’s
pivot tube – I soldered mine to a small

“Bodnar RDT receiver with battery and
DT operating servo all of which has to be

crammed into the fuselage”

“Note triangular gussets behind pylon which add significant
strength to the fuselage as originally designed”
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brass plate which is held onto the fuselage by two of the 8BA screws and captive nuts that
also fix the closing plate in place.
It takes more than one flimsy rubber band to hold down a SLOP tailplane and they need a
strong anchor point, not just a couple of 1mm self-tappers going through a layer of 1/32” ply.

Another problem was routing the RDT receiver’s 82mm long antenna through the fuselage -
inevitably a bulkhead blocked the way.  I eventually managed to install a length of thin fuel
tube through the fuselage but only after cutting a small hole in the side adjacent to the
bulkhead, a notch in which was made to access the route the tube needed to take.  The antenna
is now slid though this tube every time the receiver had to be installed – a fiddly task!  And
last but not least, my neat little retrieval bug box which was mounted on the left hand side of
the fuselage was in exactly the place where all of this lot was being fitted so it’s now on the
top immediately behind the pylon!

“Cover plate in place with DT release lever”

“Cramming all the electronics into the RDT box”
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All of these issues were surmountable but it was
certainly a challenge and took a lot longer than
I’d hoped but I’m pleased to say that after some
test flights last Sunday up on Salisbury Plain
and a few moderately heavy landings all was still
intact.
The next RDT retro-fit will be included as part
of the conversion of a slightly smaller Clarkson
SLOP-style design.  It had started life as a
model for the short-lived Brit Power contest
class but was converted to electric power when
I first got into flying with Watts, Amps and
Volts.  It’s now going back to its initial form with
a PAW149 up front.  It’s fuselage is even
smaller than the SLOP so I’m now considering an alternative installation option for the RDT
which I’ll describe next month.

Tony Shepherd

“All neatly in place prior to fitting of the cover plate”

“Replacement bug box behind the pylon”
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Extract from Model Aircraft March 1957

Model Aircraft March 1957
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Clarion 2004 - John Andrews
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John Andrews Clarion 2004
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Here and There - Model Aircraft March 1951
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Model Aircraft March 1951
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Indoor isn’t for Everyone 96 - Nick Peppiatt

Trinity Indoor Meeting, 10th January 2026

Another year, another month, another Trinity indoor session and another competition! This
time it was one for high wing scale models, where a three flight total time was required. As can
be seen from the results table, the majority of entries with submitted times were Peanuts.
The best performance was from Gerard Moore’s very lightly built and fine flying Helio Stallion
gunship, with an all up weight of 8g. Lurk’s Lacey M-10, with an all-up weight of nearly 18g, was
just pipped by one second by my Clutton FRED, which has an all-up weight of 12.5g, to second
place. However, I think this shows the aerodynamic superiority of the Lacey. As he was the CD
and to avoid the embarrassment of presenting himself with his own very generous prizes, Lurk
sportingly disqualified himself, giving third place to Richard Preston with his Found Centennial ,
enlarged from the Walt Mooney Peanut plan (Model Builder March 1978).

Eric Clutton was a well-known aeromodeller with a number of quirky published designs. His full-
sized homebuilt FRED (or Flying Runabout Experimental Design) went with him when he moved
from Staffordshire to Tennessee. The basic airframe remained the same since first built in
1963, but various engines, undercarriage arrangements and vertical tail surfaces were fitted
over the years, along with a variety of colour schemes. I based my model, which represents the
1995 version of FRED,  on Siegfried Glöckner’s plan, which was published in the March 1983

Mike Stuart’s Atalante GB 10, Concours winner,
from Emmanuel Fillon’s plan

Chrislea Super Ace
built from Mike Stuart’s plans by Bob Lee.

Nick Peppiatt’s Clutton FRED
(Andy Blackburn photo)

Gerard Moore’s Helio Stallion
(Andy Blackburn photo)
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edition of the AeroModeller, and also in the Nexus Special Interests publication ’Peanut Scale
Models’. My model had been in storage for a number of years and had lost its trim. In recent
times I have been re-trimming it to suit the confines of the Trinity hall and have slowly been
getting closer to the flying times recorded in its earlier days, in larger, squarer halls. The
rubber motor was fowling on the inside of the front cowling, because the model requires a fair
degree of right side and down-thrust. I made a new nose-block fitted with a KP Aero
adjustable nose button and with a slightly lower thrust-line to give more clearance. I also
carried out some glide tests with a suitable Plasticine weight substituting for the nose block
and propeller to check the CG position and elevator angle. The model was built with adjustable
rudder, elevators and ailerons. The CG position shown on the plan is 47% of the chord, whereas
the CG on this model is 35%, which is between the McCoombs (34%) and Jossien (38%)
estimations (please see IIFE 90, NC, September 2025). I fly this model in right hand circles
(clockwise when viewed from above) and it can turn quite tightly. The problem with anti-
clockwise circles is that the motor torque and turn trim act in the same direction, which means
that as the power drops the turn can open out leading to the model encountering a wall. Despite
this, most of the models in the Trinity High-wing competition were flown to the left. The FRED
does not like an initial power burst that is too strong and it helps to back off some turns. The
best flight of this competition of 40s was achieved with 1440 turns backed off by 60 on a loop
of 3/32” Super Sport weighing 1.9g.

Trinity High-wing Scale Competition Results, January 2026
Name Model Class Total time (s) Position

Gerard Moore Helio Stallion Peanut 150 1

Nick Peppiatt Clutton FRED Peanut 116 2

Lurk Lacey M-10 Peanut 115 *

Richard Preston Found Centennial Enlarged Peanut (16” wingspan) 103 3

Andy Blackburn Bede BD 4 Peanut 87 4

Rob Smith Pilatus Porter Micro X kit (21” wingspan) 85 5

Chris Brainwood Piper Cub Peanut 70 6

Bob Lee Chrislea Super Ace Bostonian 66 7

John Winfield Comper Swift Veron kit (18” wingspan) 63 8=

Mike Stuart Atalante GB 10 Peanut 63 8=
* See text

Nick Peppiatt

Chris Brainwood winding his Piper Cub Lurk’s Lacey M-10 being wound
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller March 1956
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Aeromodeller March 1956
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Model Aircraft Registration - Nick Peppiatt

Registration requirements for drones and model aircraft

This follows on from Hon. Secretary Ray’s piece last month on the evolving CAA requirements
for model aircraft. As I fly aircraft with a weight of less than 250g, I have up until now avoided
the CAA registration requirements. However, this year the rules have changed. The table,
below, from Registering to fly drones and model aircraft | UK Civil Aviation Authority clarified
the situation somewhat as far as I was concerned, so I took the forty question BMFA
Registration Competency Certificate test, which can be found here: -

Model Aircraft & Drone Flying – Be Lawful – Be Safe – Be Responsible – A guide for BMFA members

Weight of drone or model aircraft Class Flyer ID Operator ID

250g to less than 25kg UK1, UK2, UK3, UK4 Required Required

100g to less than 250g; with a camera UK0 with a camera Required Required

100g to less than 250g; without a camera UK0 without a camera Required Optional

Less than 100g Not applicable Recommended Optional

The flyer is the person actually flying the model, whereas the operator is the person
responsible for it. I guess in most cases, they are one and the same. The classes, UK0, UK1,
etc., which appear to relate mostly to weight, are marked on newly purchased unmanned
aircraft systems from January 2026. Class UK4 is primarily for traditional model aircraft, over
250g in weight, up to 25kg, which have no automation apart from basic stabilisation. I am not
at all clear how this affects something you build yourself. Do you self certify with a class mark?
Of course, none of this applies if you only fly indoors.

Nick Peppiatt
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Engine Analysis: Reeves H.18 - Aeromodeller March 1951
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Kings Cup Air Race - Tinternet - raf.mod.uk

RAF Pilot wins King's Cup Air Race - 25 Oct 2025

An RAF pilot has won one of Air Racing’s most prestigious sporting events, The King’s Cup, with a
light aircraft he built in his garage. With the win Squadron Leader Ben Polwin from RAF Coningsby
also clinched the 2025 British Air Racing Championship, bringing the award to the RAF after a
drought of 37 years.
Ben, who has just joined the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, said:

“I thought I couldn’t top winning the Schneider Trophy last year but The King’s Cup does feel
particularly special. I’m particularly proud to have built the aircraft myself and it’s also special to have
direct links to the aircraft on BBMF which I will be privileged to fly next year.”

In 2018 Ben started building the Vans RV-7 aircraft at his home in Lincolnshire, and after five years
he started racing it with his wife Sophie, a British Airways pilot, and Royal Canadian Air Force
veteran. In 2024 they won the Schneider Trophy, came second in The King’s Cup and were runners-
up for the Championship.

Committing to the 2025 season and representing the RAF, they won the 2025 King’s Cup by just
one second and clinched the 2025 British Air Racing Championship in the process. Ben is the first
known service member to win the King’s Cup since 1988.
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Talking about the win, Ben said:
“It’s been challenging and hugely developmental as a pilot. The immense concentration for hyper
accurate flying over 40 minutes or so to then see all your rivals in the final corner where possible
victory awaits is a feeling hard to describe. I think the reason why it has been so developmental for
me is that it is such a different discipline to what I have done before. It would be disingenuous to
suggest that a 22 year fast jet career in the RAF has had no advantages but it has required me to
pull together some individual skills I have picked up over the years and put them together in a very
different way.”
Ben joined the RAF in 2003 and flew the Tornado GR4 before becoming an instructor at Valley,
operating the Hawk. He flew F-18s with the US Navy during an exchange programme before
transferring to Typhoon, completing frontline tours in Afghanistan and Libya, and QRA missions in
the UK. Merging his career with his sporting hobby has been eye opening for Ben, talking about how
his history as a frontline pilot has impacted his success, he said:
“Protecting yourself against pushing safety for the sake of competition I think is something I wouldn’t
have been able to do a few years ago, even now it takes a very conscious effort not to let the
competition environment erode my safety barriers. This is everything from weather decisions in the
transit to a race, to the situations you put yourself in during the race with multiple aircraft in a turn.”
The British Air Racing Championship sees pilots compete in ten races over five months of the
summer, within the season amongst the other races will be the Schneider Trophy and the King’s
Cup. Competitors come from all over the country and the venues can also be anywhere, this year
was Sherburn-in-Elmet, Leicester, Fishburn, Enniskillen (Northern Ireland) and Wellesbourne. Air
racing is a recognised sport within the services, sitting under the Sport Aircraft Association, though
Ben formally competed under the RAF Sport banner, his entry was entirely self-funded.
“As you will see, we are the fastest aircraft so we start at the back and have to overtake everyone,
some aircraft we have to overtake multiple times as we are several laps behind before we even take
off!”
Each event is a handicapped pursuit race, which involves all competitors being on the course at the
same time, typically anywhere between 8 and 15 aircraft in total. The fastest aircraft are released
last, planned so that if every team flew perfectly, everyone would cross the finish line at the same
time.

About The King’s Cup
The King’s Cup Air Race was established in 1922 by King George V as an incentive to the
development of light aircraft and engine design. The race has been run every year since with the
exception of WWII, Covid and occasionally bad weather. Along with the revived Schneider Trophy,
The King’s Cup is one of the most sought-after prizes in the air racing season, hosted by the Royal
Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association.
In 1950, World War II RAF fighter pilot and equerry to King George VI Group Captain Peter
Townsend famously flew Hurricane PZ865 into second place at The King’s Cup. Gp Capt Alan
Wheeler raced Spitfire AB910 in the 1953 King’s Cup but the aircraft was damaged in a heavy
landing during the event. Both aircraft are still flying with the BBMF.
Crew:
Pilot - Sqn Ldr Ben Polwin – RAF Pilot (Tornado GR4, Hawk QFI and 2015 display, F/A-18, Typhoon
and newest arrival on BBMF).
Navigator – Sophie Polwin – Veteran RCAF pilot (T-6 Texan II QFI, A310 tanker) and now British
Airways 787 Senior First Officer.

Tinternet - raf.mod.uk
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The Bicester Retrieve - Roy Vaughn

I woke up late, expecting a poor forecast and finding a near-perfect day. Late change of mind
and off to Port Meadow for Andy Crisp's do.  No space in car park so ended up down the road.
In the rush I had forgotten to bring drink so into pub to buy some Red Bulls.
After an opening couple of maxes the third flight was doing well, too well because the DT failed
and off the model sailed over the housing estate and into the blue yonder.  I packed up the
gear and set off in pursuit.  The consensus on the flying field was that the model was heading
up the Banbury road.  However, when back at the car with a map to hand it looked as if Bicester
was more likely.
A few miles out there was a bridge across the carriageway giving a view over the surrounding
land.  Lo and behold, there was a strong signal on the Biotrack seemingly coming from a field
to the right of the main road.  A quarter of a mile further on, so was the signal.  Several such
stops took me into the outskirts of and through Bicester itself.  The signal was remarkably
clear throughout.  Eventually, adjacent to the airfield, the other side of Bicester from Oxford,
the signal was coming at right angles from the road, seemingly in the garden of an old people's
home.
Unsurprisingly the staff were somewhat suspicious of the strange dishevelled figure waving a
funny metal contraption.  I managed to assure them of my probity sufficient to allow a quick
search of the garden under their watchful eye.  The model wasn't there but seemingly the
other side of a hedge.  Rather than risk outstaying my tentative welcome and pushing on
through the hedge, I decided to go round the block and approach it from the other side which
was a public open space.  The model was lodged in the hedge a few feet up.  Had it been on the
ground it's very unlikely that the signal would have propagated so far, about ten kilometres to
first contact.  By now it was nearly 8 o'clock, the search had taken the best part of 5 hours.
The landing was 18Km from Port Meadow.  A good distance but not the best, that was the 14
mile flight from Middle Wallop to the Wylie valley.  Good old Biotrack!  I've only lost one Coupe
in the thirty years of flying them.  It was due to a change of model during the competition but
forgetting to move the bug, that mistake coinciding with a DT failure.
I still have the Bicester model, now covered with a lightweight fibre reinforced film called
Cuben.  This is a lightweight film, 11g/m2, reinforced by Dyneema fibre.  I imported some in
the hope that it might be a tear-resistant equivalent of mylar.  It turned out to be wishful
thinking, it was no match for Chobham gorse unfortunately.

Roy VaughnCoupe 3/2

Cuben covering
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Fly by Wire - Martin Pike

I found this snippet in an old 1950’s magazine.
Fly by wire exists even in aeromodelling, or so it would appear.

Not quite the same as in full-size aviation.
Must go at one hell of a lick.

Puncturing the CO2 cartridge cannot be easy.

Martin Pike
Cardington Airship Sheds - John Andrews
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bbc.co.uk/news/uk

Image source, Getty Images

Hangar 1, on the left, has been sold, while Hangar 2 is home to a film and production studio

A former home of the UK's airship industry has been sold for £10.5m.
Hangar 1, a Grade II-listed building at Cardington airfield in Bedfordshire, once housed the world's
longest aircraft Airlander 10.
The building, which is leased to filmmakers Warner Bros, and surrounding land was bought by
Gallagher Developments. Both companies have declined to comment.
Supporters of the building are hopeful it could mean the return of airships.
The purchase is revealed on Land Registry documents, but the buyer has given no indication of what
the future could hold for the building, also known as a shed.
It was previously owned by developer Fosbern and millions of pounds has been spent restoring the
shed in recent years.
Alastair Lawson, vice chairman of the Airship Heritage Trust, said: "Personally speaking I would have
liked the shed to still be available for airships and lighter than air activities, and its historical
significance appreciated with a visitors/education centre/library, with perhaps tours made available
to the general public."

Image source, Getty Images

Hangar 1 housed Airlander 10 which carried out its first test flight from the building in August 2016
The building of Hangar 1 at Cardington began in 1916 and it opened the following year.
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It used to house the R101 aircraft which crashed on its first long-distance flight in 1930 after taking
off from Cardington.
Trevor Monk, who grew up in Cardington and is a supporter of the sheds, said: "I always think one
day airships and balloons will come back to Cardington and I just hope that as Warner Brothers
haven't purchased the building, the possibility of their return is alive still."
A spokesman for Gallagher Developments said: "It is not our policy to comment publicly on our
business plans."
Plans have previously been submitted to Bedford Borough Council to build about 600 houses on
land to the rear of the sheds.
Neighbouring Hangar 2 is home to Cardington Studios, a film and TV production studio.
It was used to film the Batman trilogy starring Christian Bale, as well as other movies including
Inception and Pan.

Image source, Getty Images

Hangar 1 also used to house the R101 aircraft which crashed on its first long-distance flight in 1930

Indoor model flying

I had the pleasure of flying indoor models in Shed No.1 from 2007 to 2009 under the
leadership of the late Laurie Barr, until the shed was sold for renovation.

A typical meeting of the period. - The doors would never close completely.
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These pictures give you some idea of the size of the place

I’ve dug out a few pictures, out of my archive of models & flyers, of those memorable times.
One meeting in May 2008 we had a Gyminnie Cricket duration contest

Laurie Barr - winner John Andrews - also ran

Cambell Dudley Barfoot

Laurie came out on top, but then he was an international competitor. The rest of us maintained
that he cheated by using an enlarged tailplane. Laurie had a bee in his bonnet about the
Gyminnie tailplane, he always maintained that it was too small but to the rest of us it seemed
adequate. He won the event with a time in excess of 14 minutes which was one or two minutes
better than the rest of us.
During the time we were using the shed it was used as a storage unit, from time to time there
were fleets of cars, hundreds of huge water butts packed in nines, and one time there were
hot air balloon sections laid out on the floor, I think, by Cameron Balloons Co.
When the water butts were there, I lost an Ezebee model which strayed down the shed and
over flew the piles of butts. I climbed all over the stacked piles but never found my model.
There was also netting up in the roof to stop debris falling on folk below, I lost another model
which flew through a gap in the netting and came to rest on the upper side.
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A few pictures from an unforgettable era

The models are very light, a couple of grams at most,
and need super careful handling, including very slow
walking about. The winding jigs were an art-form in
their own right.
The variable pitch prop hubs, once again very delicate
with tiny hair-like springs. It’s difficult to see in the
picture above but the blades twist slightly in the paper hubs to give what effectively is a two
position prop pitch. Setting is an art in itself, with tiny adjustment screws & screwdriver.
The late John Shaw managed to source some prop hubs from the continent somewhere.
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The late Clive King with a couple of F1D models

Bob Bailey transfers wound motor from winding jig to model and then sets his Ezebee on its way

Not all comps were for flimsies Laurie dishes out the prizes

Not all competitions were for the super lightweights and F1D jobs, nor men only. There was
one comp for standard Gyminnie Crickets won by a female of the species.
Cardington was a wonderful place to fly indoor models, sad it’s no longer available.

John Andrews
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Blast from the Past II - Jim Wright

Editor: The error in identifying Al Wisher in the February NC brought about a small flurry of
emails from Jim Wright which made up this article and may prove of interest.

Reading the Feb 2026 Clarion page 14, 'Blast from the Past by Tony Shepherd'
I knew Al very well and often travelled with
him to Chobham in his Mini Van.
I consulted my old friend Martin Dilly and he
agrees it is not Al and we think it is Dave
Tipper who I also knew from when I was a St.
Albans club member back in the 1960's.
One memory of Al Wisher, who was a very
successful glider flyer, took place at the car
park on a small hill at Chobham known as the
clump; it was maybe 100 yards by 30 or so and
the fact that it was a public car park didn't
stop us from running most contests, (with a
helluva lot more entrants than today) from it
when the wind dictated.
Anyhow, it was a breezy day and Wisher, who
was quite used to towing and feeling for lift,
towed his model to the top of the line and
then hitched the winch to the door handle of
his car. Can't recall how long he left it there
before unhooking it and letting the model off
into the bump.
If you want an historic photo of Al Wisher
the attached is one taken by either Martin
Dilly or maybe John O'Donnell when I was
challenged to lift Al because those who knew
him also knew he was shall we say, a very large
fellow.

After flying on Sunday evenings, we would go
to the cafe at Longcross Halt near Chobham.
Al would sometimes order a 'double helping' of sausage, egg, chips etc. etc. washed down with
a bottle of Tizer or something similar. He would also enjoy a large portion of fruit cake if he
was still hungry after a days’ flying.
We would then drive back to London in his Mini Van and he would drop me and my model box at
the Oval underground station where I would take the tube to Baker Street my nearest station
to where I lived in Marylebone High Street.
Al married the waitress from the Chobham Cafe and later moved from free flight to R/C
Thermal soaring and became successful at that as well.
His popular R/C soaring model the 'Blue Beast' was a plan published in one of the R/C magazines
and one of my club mates in the Ivinghoe Soaring Ass. built one just a few years ago.
Sadly, Al suffered declining health over about ten years preventing him from flying as much as
he would have liked and he passed away in mid-December 2012.

Oh happy days with great friends and many memories.
Jim Wright

Photo taken at the Croydon Gala at Chobham on
2nd Sept 1962 when I was 17 years old.
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Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

Occasional Notes from North Wales: March 2026

What's about this month?
Having very recently built replacements for a long Hanger Rat & equally ancient BMFA Dart
just to get the feel of a bit of balsa again, I've homed in on
a) my legs get very tired after a fair amount of walking;
b) I want to do some building & flying this summer.
The conclusion was that perhaps it's time to bite the bullet & have a go at radio assist. As I
have no experience of flying “controlled” models, the thought process was to build something
that flies by itself - e.g. a free flight model but that has been adapted for radio assist, then
should I make any mistakes, as is highly probable, take hands off the controls & the model will
sort itself out. The Simplex 60 fills the bill perfectly as I've already built & flown a couple for
many happy hours powered by an AM25 & a Chinese Yin Yan 2.5 respectively.
Furthermore, the guys at Delyn have club RC trainers & seem happy to encourage a complete
novice, so it's game on.

A plan of the Simplex 60 adapted for radio assist was found, published in Model Builder around
1989, which has rudder & a single elevator on one side of the tail plane. Even better, it has an
accompanying article full of useful information. My well used old print shop in Gosport kindly
printed off the plan & posted it to me – excellent service as always. However the plan shows a
sparkie & I need to get my mind round going electric – which leads nicely to the next topic.
That is how to learn a new language concerned with watts & voltage amongst other things, for
which more help will be required. For starters, the AM 25 produced around 0.2+ bhp, which
equates roughly to about 150 watts. Quite how 150 watts relates to the selection of an electric
motor, volts, amps, batteries & prop size etc is all a bit of a mystery at present, but no doubt
things will eventually become clearer one day.

Anyway, in trying to find out the approx output of the AM25, I came across yet another new
website that may be of interest: www.sceptreflight.com . It has a really comprehensive set of
engine test for both diesel & glow plug engines. Well worth a look if information is needed.
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Progress so far is that the wing rib template is done & all the ribs cut out, but as always
progress will be slow due to other tasks & duties to fulfil! Nevertheless, the target is to get
something in the air for the summer – that's a sufficiently broad ambition!

RFID et al
This month brought an email from the CAA reminding me that my Operator ID runs out shortly
& would I kindly fork out £11.79 to renew it.
No problem, but it made me think again about the very recent CAA consultation as (in my mind)
the long term goal of the CAA is to constrain model flying to “designated” flying fields
preferably with or possibly without RFID & I wondered what is going on the USA with the FAA
as there is a “tendency” for the CAA to follow meekly behind both the EU & the FAA regulation
making processes.
I may be wrong?
The BMFA are pursuing exemption from current CAA plans for further restrictions on model
flying concerning RFID but the jury is still out on the final decision.
The FAA in the meantime are ploughing down the path of designated airfields having consulted
with interested parties, including the AMA.
For those who are interested, the AMA has written up a fairly recent summary & guidance on
the subject for its members – which, to me, is all getting very complicated.
Could the CAA & BMFA pursue a similar strategy of designated airfields but without undue &
needless complications? Even if they did, would they work as policing minority activities is not
exactly easy or even possible.

For interest the AMA guidance can be accessed via this link.

https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2025/2/14/frias-versus-rides-explained/

As usual, free flight doesn't warrant any mention, there are too few left who practise the art!

Blast from the past

Rooting through more stuff &
this appeared.
When purchased, it was read
assiduously from cover to cover –
probably without understanding a
great deal of what was in it!
At the time of publication, it was
a really comprehensive little
book, covering all aspects of
aeromodelling that existed at
that time
(published in 1963).

Roger Newman
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Secretary’ Notes for March 2026 - Ray Elliott

CONTEST NOTICE

Croydon “Cagnarata” Rubber/SAM1066 Day
6th April 2026 (Easter Monday)

Salisbury Plain Area 8. Start 10.00

Croydon Contest–
This will be an all-in contest, with scores adjusted using K factors, for the following classes:

Vintage Rubber, Classic Rubber, F1G, Vintage Coupe, Mini Vintage Rubber, P30 & P20.
F1G and Vintage Coupe scores will count towards Southern Coupe League.

SAM1066 Contests
 Combined Vintage Glider, Classic Glider, A1
 Combined Vintage Power, Classic Power, SLOP
 Mini-Vintage Glider/Power

Motor runs:
Vintage Power 15 sec; Classic Power 12 sec;

SLOP 10sec glow, 12 sec diesels; Mini-Vintage 20 sec.

For further information please contact Ray Elliott at:
ray.elliott8@btinternet.com, - tel 07513 649734

K factors
K factor Max

Vintage Rubber 1 150

Classic Rubber 1 150

F1G 5/4 120

Vintage Coupe 5/4 120

Mini Vintage Rubber 5/4 120

Tailless Rubber 5/4 120

P30 5/3 90

P20 5/2 60

As I write this it’s a little over a week to the first Area meeting. It will be interesting to see
what impact the new arrangement of classes will have on participation.

Here’s hoping for good weather.

Ray Elliott



38

Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Glider: Le Butor – tricky build from France, no auto-rudder & twin fins – there's a challenge!

Rubber: Albert TE1 – a nice little peanut from France
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Power: Bambinetta – a Ray Malmstrom classic for the Albon Bambi
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Roger Newman

Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
Or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham

October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


